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Title: Virtual Preposition Navigator: A Digital Mission for Heritage Language Lessons

Created by: Nathali Silva, Evie Jusni (Finland)

Short description: This lesson in Sinhala and Bahasa Indonesian languages is designed for primary and secondary students. This language activity utilizes digital tools to facilitate the creation, following, and reporting of virtual missions. The activity follows a progressive structure, integrating kinesthetic digital manipulation, media production, digital research, and advanced text production to teach and reinforce all six prepositional functions (location, movement, time, differences, possession, and purpose) within a cross-cultural context.

#DigitalLearning #LanguageAdventure #PrepositionPractice #VirtualMissions 

Language activity is designed for: Sinhala and Bahasa Indonesian languages, any (heritage) language. 

Age group: 
· |_|0-5
· [bookmark: Marcar1]|_|6-10
· |X|11-18
· |_|19-25
· |_|26-64
· |_|65+

Level:
· |X|A1
· |X|A2
· |X|B1
· |X|B2
· |_|C1
· |_|Teacher trainees



Learning outcomes (Content area related to the curriculum objectives, C1-C5):
[bookmark: _tnfzxaok4fbk]
Use & Communication
1. Act and Describe: Pupils can say and write simple sentences using prepositions to describe where things are and how they move in interactive activities (e.g., "The ball is under the chair," "Walk into the circle").
2. Give and Follow Directions: Pupils can use prepositions accurately to give basic instructions and understand directions from others.
[bookmark: _6jr2ru20xhvq]
Understanding & Application
3. Find the Function: Pupils can identify prepositions in short texts and explain what they mean (e.g., knowing that "before lunch" is about time, and "behind the tree" is about place).
4. Show Relationships: Pupils can correctly use the six main types of prepositions to show:
· Place/Location: (e.g., on, under, beside)
· Movement/Direction: (e.g., into, over, around)
· Time: (e.g., before, after, at)
· Contrast/Difference: (e.g., The difference between "in" and "out")
· Possession: (e.g., "of my brother")
· Purpose: (e.g., "for the game")
[bookmark: _f3ush3t7vtz2]
Cross-Curricular & Culture
5. Connect to Learning: Pupils can use prepositions (in their mother tongue) to explain concepts in other subjects (e.g., math: above/below zero; geography: near/far from the coast).
6. Explore Language: Pupils can find examples of prepositions in different types of media or stories and talk about how they help describe their own culture and traditions (e.g., talking about a local festival after the harvest).


Skills:
· |X|Listening
· |X|Speaking
· |X|Reading
· |X|Writing
· |X|Interaction
· |X|Vocabulary
· |X|Grammar
· |X|Mediation
· |X|Pronunciation
· |X|Intercultural
· |_|Plurilingual

ICT tools used: 
· Online space: Google Slides, Microsoft PowerPoint, or a simple online drawing tool such as Jamboard/ Whiteboard.fi.
· Video Recording/Editing App: Basic camera/video app on a tablet or phone.
· Optional: interactive map tool (Google Maps/Earth).

Duration in minutes:
· |_|15-30
· |_|30-60
· |X|60-90
· |_|90-120
· |_|120+


Timing & marking: As this activity is planned for two sessions, the student will be marked after the second session. Teachers can give a simple score or feedback in three main areas:
1. Language use: Correct and meaningful use of prepositions.
2. Task completion: Finishing the digital mission or project as instructed.
3. Collaboration and creativity: Working well with others and showing creativity in digital tools.
Description of each stage of the activity:
[bookmark: _91dpaj4olbtg]Virtual Preposition Navigator (Ages 6-15)
This activity leverages simple, accessible technology (tablets, computers, phones) to fulfill the learning outcomes, focusing on interactive creation, digital text, and media use.
[bookmark: _pbw8e798ohz]Activity Goal
Pupils will use digital tools to create, follow, and report on virtual missions that require precise use of prepositions for location, movement, time, possession, and purpose.

[bookmark: _661yutq9ng9q]Level 1: Digital Interaction (Ages 6-9 Focus)
· Focus: Indicating Place, Movement, and Contrast.
· Activity: "Digital Scene Setter"
· Tool: A shared Google Slide or Jamboard.
· Action: The teacher projects a simple background image (e.g., a room, a park). Pupils, using their devices, find digital stickers or clip art of objects (a cat, a ball, a tree).
· Prompt: The teacher gives oral instructions (e.g., "Put the cat under the table," "Move the ball near the tree"). Pupils drag and drop the elements to follow the command.
· Outcome Achieved: Act and Describe (oral/digital action), Show Relationships, Indicating Place, Expressing Movement.
[bookmark: _3r0gjjosqij4]Level 2: Media Creation & Interpretation (Ages 10-12 Focus)
· Focus: Indicating Time, Purpose, Simple Possession, Find the Function.
· Activity: "Prepositional Video Guide"
· Tool: Tablet/phone camera and basic video editor (or presentation software).
· Action: Pupils work in pairs. They select a simple routine or task (e.g., making a sandwich, getting ready for school). They must script and film a very short video guide.
· Script Requirement: The script must use prepositions to define:
· Time: (e.g., "Before putting the bread down, wash your hands.")
· Purpose: (e.g., "This knife is for cutting the tomato.")
· Possession: (e.g., "The lunch of the student is ready.")
· Goal: The final video must clearly demonstrate the action matching the scripted prepositional phrase. They share the video, and classmates Find the function by identifying the prepositions used in the script.
· Outcome Achieved: Find the Function, Text Production (script), Indicating Time, Showing Possession, Explaining Purpose.

[bookmark: _9hut4fk6t3gy]Level 3: Virtual Research & Complex Text (Ages 13-15 Focus)
· Focus: Text Production, Language Connection, Information Search, all six functions in a research context.
· Activity: "The Cultural Navigator Report"
· Tool: Internet search (using mother tongue resources), Google Docs/Slides or power point, and Google Maps/Earth.
· Action: Pupils choose a landmark or cultural event from a different country/culture. They use the internet to research it, focusing on how different concepts are expressed.
· Product: They create a "Virtual Report" (a short presentation or document). The report must include a fictional itinerary or description of the event, with a minimum of two examples for each of the six prepositional functions.
· Map Integration: They embed a screenshot from Google Maps/Earth and write a description of the site using place and movement prepositions (e.g., "The temple is on top of the hill, and a river runs through the valley at its base").
· Outcome Achieved: Connect to Learning (cross-cultural), Explore Language (using mother tongue research), Information Search, Text Production, and comprehensive use of all six prepositional functions.


Potential challenges/problems:
· Reading fluency.
· Digital literacy differences (e.g., over-focus on tools’ use).
· Variation of language level.
· Time management.

Post-evaluation of the activity: Pupils’ feedback will be collected through Mentimeter by using emoticons for primary children and written feedback for secondary children.  
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Attribution: Original activity from “Use of ICT in support of language teaching and learning (ICT-REV)”, European Centre for Modern Languages of the Council of Europe. www.ecml.at/ictrev 
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